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OPINION

“Chetna Vikas 1s actively working for children on 1ssues including child trafficking, child sexual
abuse and child health. During my visit to the old age home at Chanddih, Deoghar, 1 saw the
organization distributing shawls to the elderly people. [ appreciate their work and wish them good
luck in their future activities.™

Mr. Kaushal Kishor Jha,

Principal District Judge cum Chairman, DLSA
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DIRECTOR SPEAKS

Dear Reader,
A warm Greetings!

We are delighted to share that during this period, Chetna Vikas was recognized with awards from Dhwani Foundation for being a top
performer in 8 areas of Organizational Development and by |NGO for digital presence and best social media content. These recognitions
encourage us to continue our efforts with greater dedication and commitment.

This bi-annual newsletter highlights our continued work in the areas of child protection, women empowerment, adolescent and youth
leadership, healthcare, digital inclusion, climate action and livelihood promotion. Through strong community participation and
collaboration with stakeholders, we were able to strengthen awareness against child marriage, support vulnerable communities, promote
climate action, empowerment of women livelihood opportunities and improve access to healthcare and education.

Special initiatives such as honouring elderly people through blanket distribution, providing winter clothing to PVTG children and the
visit of TrickleUp Headquarters, USA representatives added further value and encouragement to our work.

I sincerely thank our community members, team, donors and government departments for their continuous support in helping us create
safer, empowered and inclusive communities.

Rani Kumari
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Continuous handholding and technical support were provided to all
JIVA farmers to strengthen climate-resilient natural farming
practices.

The JTVA one-acre demonstration model attracted several visitors
and farmers who visited the site to learn and understand the complete
pr-::u:efﬁ of natural fannmg and sustainable agncuimrai pran:tlce:s

During the 100 Days Intensive Awareness Campaign against child
marriage, awarcncss activitics were conducted in schools, colleges,
rcligious institutions, Panchayats and communitics to promotc child
rights and prevent child marmiage. Awareness Chanots were also flagged
off by Minister Hafizul Hasan, DC, Deoghar and Disinict & Block level
officials. The campaign also cngaged stakcholders & community to
strengthen collective action and commumity responsibility towards
building a Child MarriaE:{: Free India by 2030.

® Structurcd refresher scssions were conducted for 35 adolescent
groups, while capacity-building interventions strengthened the
lcadership, facilitation and problem-solving skills of 65 groups.

= Training on PRI systems, local governance and advocacy cnhanced
the confidence and leadership abilitics of 312 peer leaders.

= Fifty joint parcnt-adolescent mectings and regular home visits
improved school attendance, family communication and participation
of vulnerable adolescents in group activitics.

= Community awarcness programs on child rights, cducation,
prevention of child marriage, gender equality and access to |
government schemes were conducted at village level

= Fifty school drop-out adolescents were linked with vocational and
skill development programs to improve livelihood opportunitics.

= Youth groups implemented 22 social action projects, including
sanitation drives, awareness campaigns, school enrolment imtiatives
and applications for basic services and infrastructurc.

= Exposurc visits and interactions with Panchayati Raj Institutions and
block officials strengthened youth understanding of governance
systems and civie participation.

% Ten adolescent groups submitted demands to Mukhiya and BDO
offices, of which four groups successfully accessed scrvices based on
their demands.

® A two-day concluding workshop with 25 youth leaders provided a
platform for reflection, lcaming, and future planming, reinforcing

youth-led social change and child protection initiatives.




Towards Child Protection

= Focus group discussions (FGDs) were conducted with Natoral
Leaders and PRI members to strengthen awareness on child
protection and safety.
‘Workshops on puppet-making and storyielling enabled girls to
spread awareness on social issues through wvillage
performances.
Families were supported in accessing sponsorship programs
and government welfare schemes throngh gnidance on
documentation and follow-up.
Community-managed initiatives like Poshan Vatika and
health camps improved children's nutrition and health
outcomes.
Regular sensitization and awareness of religions leaders,
PRIz, Adolescents and community were organized.

Ph}'smdl Mental & Legal Support Participation of adolescents in block level workshops on

chid marriage and social evils.
22 Child Sexual 130 Child Special career Counselling program was held in KGBV,
Abeise Cides ’_‘ [rafficking Cases Deoghar
Special focused session on PCMA, POCSO Act, Child

l

Righis, Child Trafficking, eic was held on International Girl
235 Child Child Day.

02 ¢ t1i_ld S Marriage Cases Shishu-Kishor Mela was organized on the occasion of

Cipan cmldmnsmymTupdmlu block, Dhanbad.

With the support of SBIF,
primary healthcare services [
were provided under the
Sanjivni Clinic on Wheels
Project.
» Atotal of'990 OPDs consultations were conducted.
= 57 awareness camps were organized to promote health awareness
and preventive care.
® 7 special health camps were conducted to provide focused E]Ill ic | y
healthcare services to the community. Celebration
» 9 Swachh Bharat Abhiyan initiatives were carried out to promote
cleanliness and hygiene awareness.
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ey supported the;
children with
education kit and
winter cloths.




SOPAN (Bi-annual) Vol.4, Issue- 1

October, 2025 - March, 2026
) Women Empowerment Thtough Livelihood

Promotion

w Training on soll skills, gender mainstreaming,
digital tools, online paymenis, [faud awareness
& MEG managemenl was provided lo 88
Zroups.

m 1,010 participanis reccived training on product
development, value addition, and guality
proiocols.

m Regular coaching sessions were conducted on group management,
livestock, governmenl schemes, health, hygiene & livelihood
development based on community needs.

o A Buyer-Scller Mect was organized on 27 February al Mohulbona
Panchayal Bhawan with participation from governmenti oflicials,
NGOs/CBOs, JSLPS representalives, buyers, and communitly
leaders Lo strengthen market linkages.

» ML(JE’I'{HiuLL‘s were promoted through a stall at Hijla Mela, Dumka,

providing dircel market exposure and practical negotiation
CXpCTICnCS.

= Scven green leal plate-making machines were installed for seven
SHGs, along with one pulled rice-making machine for an SHG in
Laiya village.
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® UUnder the Social Inclusion Project, for visually impaired
students, regular computer classes, Personality development &
spoken English classes were conducted regularly.

® Nine students secured jobs through the project support.

® Blanket distribution on Children's Day for the students.

= Special programs and celebrations were conducted on occasions
such as Louis Braille Day and Jharkhand Establishment Day.

Organizational Development

®(heina Vikas has been recognized by Dhwani Foundation as a
top performer in Jharkhand across key eight organizational
domains including (FY 2025-26).

»Chetna Vikas has been awarded by INGO for djg_ltal preqence
and best content on social media.

THE IMPACT

From Religious Leader to Child Rights Protector
In Harlajodi village of Deoghar district, the local Shiva temple has long
been a place where people come to perform important lifc ceremonics,
including marriages. The temple pricst, Budhinath Jha, is a respected
religious figure in the commumity.
Over the last two years, Chetna Vikas, through the Access to Justice
project, has been regularly cngaging with religious leaders to spread
awarcness about child marmiage, children's nights and the Prohibition of
Child Mamage Act (PCMA), 2006. These continuous scnsitization
cfforts have cncouraged religious leaders to play a more active role in
protecting children.
Recently, a boy and girl came to the temple secking to get marmied. Before
conducting the ceremony, Budhinath Jha asked for their Aadhaar cards
and birth certificates. On verifying the documents, he found that both
were underage. Instead of ignoning the issue, he immediately refused to
perform the mamiage. He cxplained to the couple that child marnage is
illegal and asked them to provide their parents' contact details so he could
specak with them directly. Realizing the mamiage would not take place, the
couple left the temple.
The incident reflects an important change at the community level. Duc to
sustained awareness and sensitization by Chetna Vikas, religious leaders
like Budhinath Jha arc becoming more responsible and proactive
preventing child mammiage and safeguarding the nights of children.
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